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San Francisco runs through Joe D’Alessandro’s blood. He’s the grandson of Italian 
immigrants who arrived in San Francisco over 110 years ago. It’s only fitting that he now 
leads an organization that was founded at roughly the same time. 
 
Since taking the job as President and CEO in 2006, Joe has driven San Francisco Travel to 
adopt the San Francisco ethos of community, innovation, and openness as its core business 
values. The association has embraced a comprehensive digital marketing strategy that 
makes the most of a rapidly evolving technological landscape. It has forged partnerships 
with and between hotels, venues, and neighboring destinations to maximize both the visitor 
experience and organizational goals. Among his achievements was the development of the 
San Francisco Tourism Improvement District, which created a unique and sustainable 
funding structure that has become a national model for tourism promotion.  
 
The results speak for themselves. Since 2009, visitation to San Francisco has grown by 
nearly 30%. The Moscone Center, which completed a massive renovation and expansion in 
2019, is one of the most in-demand convention centers in the nation. And the association 
has rebranded and refocused, charting an ambitious course for its next 100 years.  Today 
Joe is helping to lead San Francisco’s recovery from the negative economic impacts of the 
pandemic. 
 
Joe is a leader in the city as well as in the industry. He has lent his knowledge and skill to a 
number of groups, including the boards of the U.S. Travel Association, Visit California and 
San Francisco’s Super Bowl 50 Host Committee.  He currently sits on the Mayor’s Economic 
Recovery Task Force.   In 2014, he was named the Most Admired CEO by The San Francisco 
Business Times and in 2020 he was awarded the Destination Organization Leadership 
Award by Destination International and inducted into the US Travel’s Hall of Leaders. Joe 
was also knighted by both the Presidents of Italy and of Portugal. 
 
Prior to joining San Francisco Travel, Joe was President & CEO of the Portland Oregon 
Visitors Association from 1996 to 2006 and served as Executive Director of the Oregon 
Tourism Commission from 1991 to 2006, where he was recognized as State Tourism 
Director of the Year by the US Travel Association. 
 
The San Francisco Travel Association is the city’s official destination marketing organization 
(DMO), promoting San Francisco and the Bay Area to the world as the premier destination 
for conventions, meetings, events and leisure travel. In Joe’s decade of leadership, the 
association has become one of the largest membership-based DMOs in the country, with 
employees stationed across the country and around the globe. 


